
Creating 
a 

Valuable 
Record



Mont. Code Ann. §1-5-618 (1 – 12)
Summary by Section

Section 1: Audio / Visual 
Recording of Transaction 

for notarization using 
communications 

technology – IPEN, RON, 
RIN

Section 2: Journals may 
be paper or electronic; 
must record all notarial 
acts; permanent bound 
or permanent, tamper-

evident 



§1-5-618, MCA - Highlights
❑ Must be the property of the individual notary, who has sole responsibility for its   

safekeeping and contents

❑  Must be a bound book, designed to deter alteration or a commercially produced 
electronic journal 

❑  Must record every notarial act

❑  Must contain the specific details as required by  1-5-618(3), MCA

❑  Must be retained for a period of ten years after the last recorded notarial act by the 
notary, or by the Secretary of State’s office

❑ Lost or stolen journals must be reported to SOS

❑  You may keep more than one journal at a time – but you may have to produce all of 
them to validate chronology



Multiple journals are allowed to be 
used at the same time.

One in the office and one at home.

One for loan signing (LS) and one 
for general notary work (GNW).

Two types are allowed:

A permanent, bound paper journal 
designed to deter fraud.

Cannot be a word or excel 
document.

Examples: Privacy Protected, 
Dome, Integrity, NNA, etc.

A permanent, tamper-evident 
electronic journal (e-Journal).

Must be a “real” commercially 
available product. No word or 

excel documents. 

Examples: NotaryAct, Jurat Inc, 
AAN e-Journal, etc.

Entries in a journal must be made 
at the same time as the notarial 

act and be in chronological order. 
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Montana Law Regarding RON and Journaling

RON platforms provide integrated 
journals  - “RON Journal”.  

This is different than the e-Journal 
previously discussed.

MT Notaries are required to keep a record of their 
RON transactions in a personal journal in addition 
to the journal produced by the platform.

The same information needs to be journaled for RON — 
date/time, name, how identified, documents, notarial acts, 
etc.  

Modifications:
• The storage location of the audiovisual recording in lieu of 

the signature of the principal; and
• A notation identifying the system and/or technology used 

to perform the notarization. 



Excuses For Not Using a Journal
❑  99% of my notarizations are routine; no 

issues. 

❑  Significant time delay between notarization 
and the issue. 

❑  We don’t hear about notaries being charged 
with a crime.

❑  It takes too much time to journal.

❑  I don’t make mistakes and/or I have not 
been called to testify about a notarization.

❑  My state does not require me to maintain 
one.



Reasons Journals Are Important to Notaries

1.  Establishes signer presence.

▪  This is the most fundamental requirement for a valid notarization.

▪  Our notarial certificates leave us once the signing over. 

▪  The only evidence to corroborate a signer’s appearance is a 
permanent, contemporaneously completed, chronologically 
sequenced journal containing a signer’s signature, initials, and/or 
thumbprint.

▪  They provide tangible proof of due diligence by the notary.



Reasons Journals Are Important to Notaries

2. Assists in the assessment of signer intent, willingness, 
and competency

▪  Completing the journal entry, requires a conversation between the 
notary and signer

Plus…

▪ Provides an opportunity to inspect the document
▪Notarial certificate has compliant wording
▪Document does not have blanks



CREATING A JOURNAL ENTRY

❑Record every notarial act (even the ones you don’t finish)

❑ Every entry must include:
▪ Date and time of notarization
▪ Type of notarial act
▪ Description of document
▪ How signer was identified 

▪ Personal Knowledge
▪ Satisfactory Evidence

▪ Include the type of ID, issuing entity, issue or expiration date
▪ DO NOT enter the number of any ID!!!

▪ Credible Witness – separate entry 
▪ Printed Name, Signature & Address of Signer/Requestor
▪ The Fee (if charged)
▪ Other Information



Traditional Signature Witnessing / ID – Current DL Traditional Copy Certification – Signature Not 
Required

Traditional Acknowledgment / ID - Credible Witness RON Signature Witnessing / ID – Personal Knowledge

Example Journal Entries for Common Notarial Acts



Basic Paper Journal Styles
Linear Style

CONS

Hard to write in

Hard to read

Not State Specific
No “Time” space

Entries not private

PROS

Inexpensive

Over 500 entries 

Lightweight

“Universal”



Basic Paper Journal Styles
Linear Style

PROS

More space for entries

Almost 1000 entries 

Prompts for ID type

Good instructions –
(multi-state)

CONS

Hard to write in

Hard to read

Entries not private



Basic Paper Journal Styles
Block Style

FEATURES

✓ Easy to use

✓ Legally compliant 
in all states

✓ Easily protects 
previous entries

✓ Room on back of 
each block for 
more  information



Your Notary JOURNAL

✓PROOF

✓PROTECTION

✓PREVENTION
It’s your “diary” – USE IT!!!!



Thank 
You
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