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III Mont. Code Ann. 81-5-618 (1 -12)
Summary by Section

Section 1: Audio / Visual
Recording of Transaction
for notarization using
communications
technology — IPEN, RON,
RIN

Section 2: Journals may

be paper or electronic;

must record all notarial

acts; permanent bound

or permanent, tamper-
evident




81-5-618, MCA -

d Must be the property of the individual notary, who has sole responsibility for its
safekeeping and contents

d Must be abound book, designed to deter alteration or a commercially produced
electronic journal

(d Mustrecord every notarial act
d Must contain the specific details as required by 1-5-618(3), MCA

d Must be retained for a period of ten years after the last recorded notarial act by the
notary, or by the Secretary of State’s office

J Lost or stolen journals must be reported to SOS

J You may keep more than one journal at a time — but you may have to produce all of
them to validate chronology



Multiple journals are allowed to be
used at the same time.

Two types are allowed:
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== ONe in the office and one at home.

One for loan signing (LS) and one

for general notary work (GNW).

A permanent, bound paper journal
designed to deter fraud.

A permanent, tamper-evident
electronic journal (e-Journal).

Entriesin a journal must be made
at the same time as the notarial
act and be in chronological order.

Cannot be a word or excel
document.

Examples: Privacy Protected,
Dome, Integrity, NNA, etc.

Must be a “real” commercially
available product. No word or
excel documents.

Examples: NotaryAct, Jurat Inc,
AAN e-Journal, etc.
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Montana Law Regarding RON and Journaling

- RON platforms provide integrated
journals - “RON Journal”.

RON transactions in a personal journal in addition
to the journal produced by the platform.

g MT Notaries are required to keep a record of their

This is different than the e-Journal
previously discussed.

The same information needs to be journaled for RON —
date/time, name, how identified, documents, notarial acts,
etc.

Modifications:

* The storage location of the audiovisual recording in lieu of
the signature of the principal; and

¢ A notation identifying the system and/or technology used
to perform the notarization.



Excuses For Not Using a Journal

[ 99% of my notarizations are routine; no
ISSUes.

 Significant time delay between notarization
and the issue.

J We don’t hear about notaries being charged
with a crime.

It takes too much time to journal.

] I don’t make mistakes and/or | have not
been called to testify about a notarization.

J My state does not require me to maintain
one.



Reasons Journals Are Important to Notaries

. Establishes sigher presence.

= Thisis the most fundamental requirement for a valid notarization.
= Qurnotarial certificates leave us once the signing over.

» Theonlyevidence to corroborate a signer’s appearance is a
permanent, contemporaneously completed, chronologically
sequenced journal containing a signer’s signature, initials, and/or
thumbprint.

= They provide tangible proof of due diligence by the notary.



Reasons Journals Are Important to Notaries

2. Assists in the assessment of sigher intent, willingness,
and competency

= Completing the journal entry, requires a conversation between the
notary and signer

Plus...

" Provides an opportunity to inspect the document
= Notarial certificate has compliant wording
" Document does not have blanks



CREATING A JOURNAL ENTRY

(JRecord every notarial act (even the ones you don’t finish)

1 Every entry must include:

Date and time of notarization
Type of notarial act
Description of document
How signer was identified
= Personal Knowledge
= Satisfactory Evidence
= |nclude the type of ID, issuing entity, issue or expiration date
= DO NOT enter the number of any ID!!!
= Credible Witness — separate entry
Printed Name, Signature & Address of Signer/Requestor
The Fee (if charged)
Other Information



Example Journal Entries for Common Notarial Acts

Traditional Signature Witnessing / ID — Current DL Traditional Copy Certification - Signature Not
Required

OFFICIAL JOURNAL RECORD OF NOTARIAL ACT TVPE OF NOTARIALACT

DATE OF NOTARIZATION ?//6/,7/?2 ITIME 9 /5 CM/PM LD JURAT (Platform) - [0 ACKNOWLEDGMENT ACT PERFORMED ELECTRONICALLY
DATE OF NOTARIZATION g/;,[)a,z 'TIME 2:3p AN(V@ O JURAT (Platform)

DATE OF DOCUMENT &7 / 1@ /‘;,09,3 %IGNATURE ACT PERFORMED REMOTELY DATE OF DOCUMENT //5 o0/ O SIGNATURE ACT PERFORMED REMOTELY

S YPEOFDOCUMENT /0 ﬁ’ [ CERTIFICATION COPY (Platform)

_/ CERTIFICATION COPY (Platform)
OOTHER____ | A/VFile Location TYPE OF DOCUMENT @m,ém ’( -

O OTHER A/V File Location
NO. OF DOCUMENTS [Er— No. o pocuments /! [rees ——
TYPE OF IDENTIFICATION TYPE OF IDENTIFICATION

SIGNER TO COMPLETE THIS SECTION O Personal Knowledge |5 I Dogument yomd Emitpeng SIGNER TO COMPLETE THIS SECTION O Personal Knowledge | O |p Document (Type & Issuing Entity)
SIGNATURE WKMM}/ |ssue% 7/21 / 2025 SIGNATURE e ' aEp O

Credible Wit Name PRINTED NAME 0| Credible Witness Name
mmmw\ ness Nam o) |

Si t ADDRESS
ADDRESS [Signaturz) i k\ [J OTHER k (PKA, Credential Analysis, etc.)

[J OTHER (PKA, Credential Analysis, etc.) CITY/ST/ZIP INCLUDE OTHER INFORMATION ON BACK
il ol W%Z ML Vﬂ(ﬂw INCLUDE OTHER INFORMATION ON BACK —_— i Fo. JUSLY — jeames Tariisor)  No. 194
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Traditional Acknowledgment/ ID - Credible Witness RON Signature Witnessing / ID — Personal Knowledge

OFFICIAL JOURNAL RECORD OF NOTARIAL ACT AVEE OFNOVARIALACT
[0 ACKNOWLEDGMENT ACT PERFORMED ELECTRONICALLY

OFFICIAL JOURNAL RECORD OF NOTARIAL ACT TYPE OF NOTARIAL-AGT

MCKNOWLEDGMENT ACT PERFORMED ELECTRONICALLY

DATE OF NOTARIZATION @ / 85 5502 | TIME 21 9 AMEWD)| [ JuRAT (Platform) DATE OF NOTARIZATION /0/6,/202;1 [vie @:4/) @Pm || 5 urar (Platform)
/ y

DATE OF DOCUMENT ¢ //R/?O@;J [0 SIGNATURE ACT PERFORMED REMOTELY DATE OF DOCUMENT 3 | 14 ( 2008 ,\KSIGNATURE ACT PERFORMED REMOT%

)
)
)
)
TYPE OF DOCUMENT (D frumia Doz U (CERTIFICATION CORY \Pltinm) ) [TvpeorDOCUMENT Uy Trre - fopm MA/24T O CERTIFICATION COPY (Platform) Cus ok s
)
)
)
)
)

O OTHER A/V File Location O OTHER A/V File Location
NO. OF DOCUMENTS FEES __— NO. OF DOCUMENTS | FEE $ —

TYPE OF IDENTIFICATION

SIGNER TO COMPLETE THIS SECTION & y\PErsonal Knowledge |0 15 Documant T
SIGNATURE A T

PRINTED NAME H 0| Credible Witness Name

TYPE OF IDENTIFICATION

SIGNER TO COMPLETE THIS SECTION

7 O Personal Knowledge ID Document ssuing Entity)
SIGNATURE Zpe e Rl Aok Iss /Exp Date S’/:jﬂo{?'
Credible Wi ame — §
PRINTED NAME /((’CMA > Rlathercet | i J\'M b\ ele. Kucte (Signature)
ADDRESS [0 OTHER (PKA, Credential Analysis, etc.,
(a/S— Z,-eﬂeld Z@aﬁ AZ7 [0 OTHER (PKA, Credential Analysis, etc.) CITY/ST/ZIP ——

/S Lo lenee, i SGLOZ. INCLUDE OTHER INFORMATION ON BACK No. 195 ) ; INCLUDE OTHER INFORMATION ON BACK ( qyel.) No. 196
0 © 2019 Montana Land Title Association Foundation, Inc.

Issue/Exp Date

ADDRESS




Basic Paper Journal Styles

PROS

v’ Inexpensive
v" Over 500 entries
v’ Lightweight

v “Universal”

Linear Style
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CONS

> Hard to read

DOME > Hard to write in

> Not State Specific

e No“Time” space

> Entries not private
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Basic Paper Journal Styles

PROS

v" More space for entries
v" Almost 1000 entries
v" Prompts for ID type

v Good instructions -
(multi-state)

Linear Style

CONS

> Hard to write in

> Hard to read

> Entries not private

ING JOURNAL ENTRIES

Type of Address Wnere
ertificate Notarizetion Performed

Aoknouledgment 50 Dohen Drive
Beverly Hills, GA 4040

Aeknowledgment 4'?;10 D.oh&n;; Drive ‘
- Boverly Hil, CA040

123 Main Street
Bover'y Hil, CA 0407

Document Kind/Type and Date

Grand Deed

crame: Maroh |, Z0XX
brand Deed

ot March |, 20X
Abfidavit of Forgery

L March 200

"

Name and Address of Signer

John . Allen
510 Doheny Drive

Boverly Hils, 4 407 (3) 655-2386|

Mary S. Allen
510 Dohewny Drive

 Beverly Hills, 0 20409 (300) 5552386

Sanauel Cunrran
675 Pare fve.

New York, NY 10642 _(212) 6561633 |

a

1dentification of Signer

UA Driver License = DMV
ET2306b Expires V/23/20XX

e withess

NY Driver License - DMV
123 4506 B9 Eupires 4/22/200%

Additional tnformation Notary Fee Signature of Signer
Signers are husland + wife.
Certificate form stapled w6 ol R Allew)
fo document. g
address of oredible witness: g
345'S. WesHake Ave. 6 AMavy S AAlers £

1 of thumb h

Right Thumbprint of Signer
RO ) 1 ME, NG et T

\ Ping Finger




Basic Paper Journal Styles

Block Style

FEATURES ol
Easyto use e

Legally compliant [ ———
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in all states e o e
. —
N Te et NIOAMA 0N A
FICIAL JOURNAL RECORD OF NOTARIAL A ot [ NOTAN

Easily protects e S gl
previous entries [ .

------------------

Room on back of
each block for ey e (O - —

more information e —
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Your Notary JOURNAL

v'PROOF
v'PROTECTION

v PREVENTION
It’s your “diary” - USE IT!!!!






	Slide 1: Creating         a Valuable  Record
	Slide 2: Mont. Code Ann. §1-5-618 (1 – 12) Summary by Section
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6: Excuses For Not Using a Journal
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: Basic Paper Journal Styles
	Slide 12: Basic Paper Journal Styles
	Slide 13: Basic Paper Journal Styles
	Slide 14
	Slide 15: Thank  You

